Billy Wilburn
Crew Chief No. 45 Wells Fargo/Marathon/Tire Kingdom Dodge
Born:

July 11, 1966
Hometown:
Tempe, Ariz.
Height:
5’10”
Weight:
200lbs.
Residence:
Mooresville, N.C.
Billy Wilburn is as adept as anyone at preparing a car for competition on the NASCAR Nextel Cup circuit.  A veteran of over 20 years, Wilburn is a respected name with a winning reputation.  Having worked with the likes of Robert Yates Racing and Penske Racing South, Wilburn has been surrounded by winners throughout his career.  Today, Wilburn is back for a second stint with Petty Enterprises.  Wilburn will again lead Kyle Petty and the No. 45 Dodge team with primary sponsorship from Wells Fargo, Marathon and Tire Kingdom.
Wilburn was born in Tempe, Arizona, but his family quickly relocated east to North Carolina.  Growing up in the heart of stock car racing, Wilburn had an immediate love for the sport.  It wasn’t long before Wilburn was able to translate his desire of racing into a full-time profession.  In high school, Wilburn was a frequent visitor to near-by race shops.  He soon found himself working on a Dash Series car.  Wilburn soaked in as much valuable information as possible and quickly learned the ins-and-outs of preparing a winning stock car.
Wilburn took that experience to his first professional job, Stewart Racing, in 1984. Wilburn worked with driver Geoff Bodine and later with Rusty Wallace. Wilburn would later team with Wallace, but first Wilburn branched out to define his skills.  The following two seasons Wilburn worked with ‘The King’ Richard Petty at both Curb Motorsports and Petty Enterprises.  Wilburn was becoming a reputable mechanic, but had yet to find a home.  
Wilburn was searching for a place to shine and landed at Hendrick Motorsports from 1988-1990.  He worked closely with driver Darrell Waltrip and continued to build on his career. At the end of 1990 things finally became clear for Wilburn. He accepted a position at Penske Racing South and became a fixture at the organization for the next 14 seasons.  Wilburn quickly climbed up the ranks at the organization to become one of the lead mechanics on the famed No. 2 machine driven by Rusty Wallace.  Wilburn’s talents were not limited to under the hood.  He was one of the fastest tire changers in the Cup Series garage. His skills helped Wallace win 36 times during his tenure at Penske Racing South.
Wilburn hit the pinnacle of his career in 2003 after Wallace personally picked Wilburn to lead his team as crew chief.  Wilburn led Wallace to 12 top-10 finishes that season.  Wilburn left as one of the organization’s most successful employees at the end of 2004.  In 2005 Wilburn was appointed the crew chief of the #88 Robert Yates Racing Ford team.  Wilburn has worked with the sports elite and has a proven track of winning races.
Wilburn began the 2006 with the upstart Clay Andrews Racing team and driver David Gilliland.  Competing on a limited basis with no Nextel Cup team support, Wilburn led the team to what many consider the “Biggest Upset in NASCAR Busch Series History,” at the Kentucky Speedway in June.  Wilburn’s first win as a crew chief was a true “David vs. Goliath” story and it was not long after that Wilburn was hired by Petty Enterprises. Wilburn was just starting his success.  He and Petty formed a stout combination at the end of the 2006 season.  Wilburn led Petty through the rest of the season that cumulated with a remarkable run back inside the top-35 in owner points and the guaranteed starting spot in the 2007 Daytona 500 that accompanies it. 

During the 2007 season, Wilburn is looking to continue the momentous wave that the No. 45 rode at the end of 2006.  Having a guaranteed spot in the first five races is huge in the ultra-competitive Nextel Cup Series.  A confident vigor is circulating throughout the Petty Enterprises complex for the #45 Wells Fargo/Marathon/Tire Kingdom Dodge.  The addition of Billy Wilburn has a lot to do with that. 
